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by the Thirty Tears' War, and survived in such modified forms as the 
Royal Society and the Society of Friends. 

During Boehme's lifetime England became the nursery of noncon- 
formist sects, not unlike the academies in their emphasis upon mystical 
experiences and social reform, and hence well adapted to absorb his teach- 
ings. His works, completely published in English between 1644 and 1662, 
enunciated the philosophical principles implicit in the sects and the acad- 
emies. Among his distinguished readers were Charles the First, Samuel 
Pepys, and Sir Isaac Newton, who transcribed passages from Boehme, 
basing upon them experiments in alchemy. In William Law's works, as 
well as independently, Boehme's theories influenced the early Methodists. 
Tracing out the influence of his philosophical ideas upon scientists like 
Newton, upon religious reformers like Fox and Wesley, upon authors of 
ideal commonwealths like Samuel Hartlib, and upon political reformers 
like Sir Henry Vane constitutes the most valuable part of Dr. Bailey's 
book. 

As for its main thesis, the conclusion that Milton knew something of 
Boehme's work is inevitable in view of his acquaintance with Hartlib, 
Vane, and Herring, all admirers of Boehme. In some respects Milton's 
convictions coincide remarkably with Boehme's, notably in emphasizing 
free will rather than predestination and in regarding Christ's victory over 
temptation instead of the crucifixion as counterbalancing Adam's fall. 
In not all cases, however, do Dr. Bailey's quotations prove that Milton 
learned from Boehme; more than once the quoted opinions are contra- 
dictory ; Milton's condemnation of false teachers in " Paradise Lost " 
echoes a passage in " Lyeidas " written a decade before Boehme's works 
began to be published in English; Milton's account of how Lucifer and his 
followers were turned into snakes shows close parallels with Ovid, Dante, 
Lucan, and Phineas Fletcher, but no distinctive feature in common with 
Boehme's brief account. 

With a bird's-eye view of romanticism as permeated with a mysticism 
possibly derived from Milton and through him from Boehme, Dr. Bailey 
closes her study of an obscure, but important phase of German influence 
upon English thought. 

Elizabeth B. Collier. 
Hunter College. 

Kant's Doctrine of Freedom. E. Morris Miller. London : George Robert- 
son and Company. 1913. Pp. 181. 

This little volume is a faithful endeavor to set forth Kant's doctrine 
of freedom as it originates in the " Critique of Pure Reason," and as 
it is developed in the "Analytic of the Critique of Practical Reason." 
The author's sympathies are clearly with the idealism of Green and Caird. 
The problem of freedom remained for Kant a problem because his method 
was one of abstract analysis. By avoiding Kant's theoretical abstractions, 
Green and Caird are able to outline a positive solution for the problem 
which Kant really leaves unsolved. The author is evidently familiar with 
a considerable amount of Kant literature, and has succeeded in giving a 
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consistent, though somewhat laborious, interpretation of the Kantian con- 
cept of freedom. 

George P. Adams. 
University or California. 
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MIND. April, 1915. Mr. Betrand Russell on Our Knowledge of the 
External World (pp. 145-183) : H. A. Prichard. - An examination in con- 
siderable detail of Russell's views as stated in his " Lowell Lectures " and 
in Bcientia for July, 1914. The writer disagrees with Mr. Russell's con- 
clusions. Lotze's Relation to Idealism (pp. 186-206) : I. I. Thomas. - For 
Lotze metaphysical inquiries begin in pluralism; his theory of thought is 
opposed to idealism, but derived from a development within idealism. He 
held that the thought constitutive of experience is dependent upon the 
nature of sense. Plato and the Tripartite Soul (pp. 207-221) : J. L. 
Stocks. - We must amend our account of the origin of Greek ethics. The 
language of Platonic ethics is prophetic and oracular; the doctrine is 
mystical and ascetic. Plato owed much to the Pythagoreans, and the 
attribution to them of the tripartite soul was current in circles not hostile, 
but friendly to Plato. Idealism and Religion in Contemporary Italian 
Philosophy (pp. 223-239) : Angelo Crespi. - The leading systems in Italy 
at present are that of Croce and that of Varisco. Croce's idealism is ex- 
clusively historical. History is the process of which philosophy is the 
rationale. Religion is but an inferior kind of philosophy. Varisco's start- 
ing-point and conception of philosophy is that of ordinary idealism. 
Varisco admits the value of feeling, recognizes only two alternatives, 
theism and impersonal pantheism, and defends the option for theism. 
Discussion. Br. Schiller on William James and on Realism (pp. 240- 
249) : R. B. Perry. - Continues the discussion of points raised by Schiller 
in his review of Perry's "Present Philosophical Tendencies." Critical 
Notices. New Boohs. Philosophical Periodicals. Notes. 
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